


WHO ARE WE?



MEET THE TEAM

OFFICE OF VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND TRAUMA RECOVERY (OVPTR) AND BRICK CITY PEACE COLLECTIVE (BCPC)
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SOCIALS



AFFILIATES & PARTNERSHIPS

Newark has a long history of violence prevention and intervention through its local organizations and community 

National organizations, such as Equal Justice 
USA (EJUSA), have been paving the way to 
transform the justice system by promoting responses 
to violence that break cycles of trauma. Equal Justice 
USA works at the intersection of criminal justice, 
public health and racial justice to elevate healing over 
retribution, care for survivors, advance racial equity 
and build community safety.

In Newark, EJUSA partnered with the Newark 
Anti-Violence  Coalition (NAVC), founded 
in 2009 by Mayor Baraka, to develop their strategic 
plan. A grass-roots community organization created 
out of residentsÕ outrage with young lives being 
interrupted because of violence, NAVC started working 
directly with victims and their families offering support 
in court, applying for family compensation, advocating 
for more trauma-informed education in schools, and 
were able to get a city-wide acknowledgment of gun 
violence as a public health issue.

The Newark Community Street Team 
(NCST), founded in 2015 by Mayor Baraka and 
Aqeela Sherrills, also works directly with residents 
as a community evidence-based, trauma-informed, 
violence  eduction strategy. It hires, trains and deploys 
community-based nontraditional outreach workers 
and high-risk interventionists in the South Ward and 
West Wards of Newark. It includes those who have 
been incarcerated and those who have been engaged 
in the drug trade, to (a) provide casework to those at 
greatest risk of becoming a victim or a perpetrator of 
violence; (b) engage in high-risk intervention, both 
mediating ongoing disputes that may result in violence 
and preventing retaliation; (c) offer safe passage at 
contracted schools; and (d) provide support to crime 

urvivors who are overlooked by traditional victim 
services agencies.

Youth has been and remains a key focus of this 
collaborative work. In 2016, The Newark 
Opportunity Youth Network 
(NOYN) began its work after nearly 10 years of 

USA. Founded by Robert Clark, a former YouthBuild 
graduate, the initiative provides young people ages 
16-24 years old with an opportunity to earn a GED 
while gaining on-the-job training through community 
building projects. 

YouthBuild Newark, a comprehensive youth 
and community development program operating 
for more than 30 years across the country, which 
addresses core issues facing low-income communities: 
education, housing, employment, crime prevention 
and leadership development;

My BrotherÕs Keeper Newark (MBK)
established in 2014 by Mayor Baraka, it is part of a 
national alliance to support black and Latino young 
men by focusing on mentoring, violence reduction and 
second chances, and connecting boys and men with 
living wage jobs.

Newark Youth Workforce Collaborative
the table where impactful players in youth workforce 
development gather and work together to establish a 
clear school-to-workplace pipeline for NewarkÕs young 
people.



Newark Street Academy (NSA)

The West Ward Victims Outreach 
Services (WWVOS)

the Newark 
Public Safety Collaborative (NPSC)

The HUBB Arts & Trauma Center

Brick City Peace Collective 
(BCPC), OVPTR 

AFFILIATES & PARTNERSHIPS



AFFILIATES & PARTNERSHIPS

All Stars Project

Be The Changemakers

Circle of Life Treatment Center

Complex Vision

Gateway U

Goode Education Group

Hear My Cries

High School

HigherSelf (Legal Name: Higher 
Lifestyle Corporation)

Hope Love Kindness LLC

Newark Community Street Team

Newark Community Street Team 
Trauma Recovery Center 

Newark Community Street Team 
Field Operations (Safe Passage)

Newark Community Street Team 
Victim Services 

Newark Community Street Team 
 

Newark Opportunity Youth 
Network

Next Generation Project

dba North Jersey Community 

Academy)

RZTHEFLAGS

Striving Together Equals 
Progress, Inc. STEP

The Baddie University

The HUBB Arts & Trauma 
Center

Until Freedom (The Penny 
Foundation)

United Community Corporation

University Hospital Community 
Population Health Services

URBAN CARE LLC

Publications

Weequahic Park 
Association

Street to Street sub Squash the 



DATA ANALYSIS



IN THE NEWS



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENTS & ADVISORY GROUP
OVPTR EVENTS




